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This little Eſſay having been well ſpoken of on 
its late appearance in the London Magazine, it 
is hoped the deſign of it may be ſtill further 

promoted, by its being humbly preſented this 
way. to ſome very we” agg tor that pur- 
OT oo. 
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AN 


EXP EDIENT 


Towards the Edabliſhing of 


: AWORTHY BODY 


oF 


Neroli Reſident Clergy 5 
Throughout che whole Kingdom 


4 Kent, March 8, 1 769. | 
SIR, On 72.00 
MT is ſaid, on very buten au- 
[ thority, of Titus Veſpaſian, 
that having recollected at ſupper, 
that he had done 220 goed to any man 
that day, he uttered this memorable 
— Amici, diem perdidil-- 
A ſentence every good man will ſay, 
3 . with 


1 


with Mr. Echard, worthy of an en- 


peror, and even of a Chriſtian. 
And a few reflections on fo bene- 


volent a diſpoſition in ſo great a per- 
ſonage, could not but alarm a little-—— 
excite enquiries of the like ſort; and 
make one ſeek out for ways and means 
of doing daily all poſhble good 1 in the 


world. 


And amidft many others, thoſe re- 
commended to perſons of quality and 


eſtate by ſo excellent a perſon as Mr. 
N elſon, made more than — 
f impreſſions on my mind. 


He conſiders the wants of men un- 


der two diſtinct views ſuch as relate 
to their ſouls, and ſuch as relate to 
their bodies. But as I would not 
aim, Sir, at engroſſing too much of 


your time, I will only ſelect one of 


the fr} ſort--which will not be of 


any great length ; yet appear to be 


of the utmoſt conſequence, and the 
| happy means of promoting off of the 
other Cn * Propoſed by the 


worthy 


13 1 
worthy gentleman I have mentioned. 
His goodneſs, zeal, and conſtant en- 
deavour to ſerve, and advance the in- 
tereſt of religion, are well known in 
the world---H; is name will live for 
ever. 
And next to his firſt grand « concern 
for promoting the honour and glory 
of God, the ſubjects choſen by him 
for the ember faſts, will abundantly 
ſhew his ſolicitude and ardour to re- 
trieve the reſpect due to the fewards 
e the myſteries of God. And how 
worthily does he obſerve that all na- 
tions, whether learned or 1gnorant, 
whether civil or barbarous, have 
agreed in this, as a common dictate 
of natural reaſon, to expreſs their re- 
verence for the Deity, and their affec- 
tions to religion, by conferring extra- 
ordinary privileges of honour upon 
0 as adminiſter in holy things, and 
by providing liberally for their mainte- 
nance. He ſhewed himſelf thorough- 
Fx ſenſible of the great nne of 


A 3 8 


1 
ſacb regard for the clergy, and ſpared 


no pains in recommending and preſ- 


ſing for an honourable and plentiful 


maintenance----/uch as would bear 


ſome proportion to the dignity of their 
office. He heartily wiſhed and longed 


do ſee every parochial miniſter repoſ- 


| ſeſſed (under proper and neceſſary con- 


42590 of what (in the words of an 
excellent man) He might claim as his 
own—The ancient patrimony of his 


church, with all its rights and emolu- 


ments, that his pariſh had been ſo 


notoriouſly robbed of by the Pope of ; 


| Rome and His agents. 


He might by this means make full 


| proof of his miniſiry be able, as well 
as ready, to diſtribute, and willing to 
communicate and be an example to 
the believers in charity, and every 


good Work. 
But Mr. Nelſon” 8 ſentiments on 
this ſubject will appear to much 


greater advantage in his own words, 
and therefore I will readily tranfcribe 


what | 


EB 
what he ſays relating to the governors 
of the bounty of Queen Anne for the 
better maintenance of the poor cler- 
gy, he ſo heartily defired. He makes 
the great deſign of this bounty one of 
his ways and means of doing good to 
the ſouls of men; and ſhews how it 
may become ſo in the beſt manner 
poſſible. 
This corporation (he Gees 
is now made a fund for increaſing 
the maintenance of the poor clergy ; 
which is of very great importance to- 
wards the promoting of religion in the 


nation. For as long as the proviſion 


for the clergy is mean and inconſide- 
rable, it is not likely that parents will 
dedicate their children of the 62 
parts to the ſervice of the altar ; nor 
is it reaſonable, they ſhould beſtow 


1 expenſive education upon their chil- 


dren, to place them in a ation that 


will hardly afford them ſabſiſtence. 2 


Neither can it be expected that ſmall 


. . livings can be otherwiſe ſupplied than 
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1 
1 
if 
ii 
| 
| 
| 


— — — —— — 
—— en, 


—— — — — 
ERR” in or ET. 
— ———— amy 


— cad Hůbà—œ — : ———— — — — — 

IT IIs . arr — — 

= — N 5 = 2 —— — x 
— 2 La — — 


2 » „ ˙ 2 


— SES 9 ce — 
* 


—— 


| 


— — 
— 


- wo —ͤ„- — 


— — — 


E 
by men of lou parts —of n mean educa- 
tion; and of very indifferent cha- 
i racers, as to their moral accompliſh- 
ments. This makes pluralities neceſ- 
ſary, and reduces the clergy to ſuch 
contempt, that their labours have 20 
influence upon the minds of men, ex- 
cept it be zhoſe very few, that are 
able to diſtinguiſh "their characters 
from their circumſtances , 
It is to be wiſhed, therefore, thatwe 
- might enjoy thoſe quiet times, when 
our governors, inſtead of racking their 
| heads in the purſuit of their ſeveral 
ſchemes of government, might have 
their minds who/ly engaged - propoſe 
ſuch means, as might make the church 
of God ſhine with the greateſi luftre-- 
among which it is evident that a tax 
to purchaſe the 7ithes from the impro- 
3 and reflare them to the 
church, 


EY 


church, would be of the gre "teſt con- 


ſequence. 


This would prevent the progreſe of 
popery and ſchiſm, And the body of 
the nation have no reaſon to object 
FE it; for, as the generality will 
be better provided for in the great 
concerns of their ſouls; ſo the will . 


thereby open a larger proſpect for the 


proviſion of the younger ſons of the 


gentry; who would come in for a 


ſhare in the advantages of it. So that 
by purchaſing the tithes, gentlemen 5 
provide for their families, as well as 
for the welfare of the church. Many 
other happy regulations might be 


made upon ſuch a Sleſſed conjuncture, 


as would very much tend to the glory 


of God; and good of ſouls.“ 


This /ay-gentleman's love, fo > emi- 
nently ſhewn for the gazes of Zion, 
cannot paſs without making great im- 
preſſions on ſerious minds its flames 
muſt penetrate, and warm the breaſts 
of its enen in the * Pur- 

ſuit 
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ſuit of a work, fo momentous in the 


article of religion, and recommended 
with ſo many (one would think quite 


irreſiſtible) arguments. The fathers 


of the church are always ready to ſerve 


the late and the fare cannot but 
be on all important occaſions as well 
diſpoſed to e che intereſts of : 
the church. 


It ſhould be the grand concern of 
the ſtate to do ſo, according to the 


memorable obſervation of a celebrated 
prelate of the laſt century. ho 
ſays— Kings and ſtates, when they 
appear to have been remarkably pro- 
| tected (as it often happens) by the 
hand of God, and delivered from 
great dangers, may underſtand wh. 
bleſſing they have by a church. Planted : 


in their Pate, 


The church bringeth the bleſſing 


to the fate; becauſe God regardeth 
them that are faithful to him ; ; and for 


heir Abe Wen the — . 


ing to it 


U 11 1 
Mr. Nelſon propoſes the raiſing of 


a tax towards purchaſing the tithes of 


impropriators ; but there will be little 


or no neceſſity for this meaſure, The 
ſavings in hand from the fund of the 
firſt fruits and tenths, and the annual 
produce of it, with the aid and con- 
currence of well-wiſhers to the plan, 
will be very ſufficient to compaſs the 
noble deſign—and i in no huge length 


of time *. 


The reſpectable liſt of benefactors 
to the augmentations, as now made, 
may be found in Mr. Ecton's book on. 
the ſubject ; and will give pleaſure to 
the curious enquirer---but wha? num 
bers may be expected on this much 
greater and more extenſive ſcheme 
of diſcharging the debt (Lord Bacon 
makes due} to the church by reſtor- 
Ancient patrimony---her 
endowments, tithes, and all her rights 
; — 


= I preſume this fund may he capable of doing much 
greater ſervice ; and that the reaſons for its being applied 


this way are even ſtronger now than when Mr. Nelſon 
wrote his addreſs. 
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nas alſo of removing the ſeandal of 


its continuing ſo long unpaid 


and what Mr. Lambard in hy gle. 5 
brated book, Perambulation of Kent, 
ſo warmly complains of. An appro- 
 priation, ſays he, is one, among many, 
of thoſe monſtrous births of covetouſ- 
neſs, begotten by the man of Rome, 
in the gar night of ſuperſtition ; and 
yet /uffered to y hy in this day-lig br of 
the goſpel, to the hindrance If . "wing 
ing, the impoveriſhment of the miniſ- 
try, and the ifamy of our profeſſion,” 


The Rev. Dr. Burton, in his excel- 


Jent Commentariolus, intimates to us, 
and gives the ſtrongeſt and moſt moy- 
ing reaſons for it alſo, that the late 
archbiſhop of Canterbury was a well- 
wiſher to ſome ſuch reformation in 
the church, and had it greatly at his 

_ Heart; which makes meE'more parti- 
” cularly honour his memory, and look 
upon his grace as the CxRV Us AD FON- 


TES AQUARUM ANHELANS. And this 


: wy nv muſt FO * pleaſure to 
| every an 


t 1 


for the religion of his country. 
may be fairly preſumed, that ma 


other learned and good prelates may 
have the very ſame concern with 


Dr. Secker for repairing the breaches, 


and building up the walls of Jeruſa- 
lem; and then one would hope, that 
the Fortitudo chriſftiana might in ſome 
favourable time put the prudentia ci- 
vilis, the Doctor afterwards ſpeaks of, 
as near as may be out of the impar- 


tant queſtion. 


Dr. Burton's ow: words on the « oc= * 
cation may be expected and they 

are Sed nec illud pretereundum reor, 

in quo cernitur vera animi magnitudo, 
cleri inferioris, cujus miniſterio ut pla- 


rimum res eccleſiaſtica tranſigitur, cu- 


ram plane paternam. Cupiit quidem 
ille, guoad temporum iniquitas patieba- 
tur omnia in ordinem priſtinum revo- 


every man, who has any true tegard 


His 1 muſt be well apprized = 
that the additions made to Tmall liv- 
| ings 


ings by the ae application of the 
royal bounty (though under the be/f 
management it is capable of) cannot 
be fuppoſed to be of any very mate- 
rial ſignification with reſpect to the 
Fraud confiderations, that offer them 
ſelves ſo naturally to our view on the 


fubject before us mean towards 
 fubporting the ao, the office; 
and family of a pariſh-prieſt, in the 
way and manner as ought to be ngree- 
able to the honour and dignity of his 
function. But by the other propoſal, 
the excellent and noble deſigns of 
Founders, with regard to reſidence, &c. 
would be all moſt happily revived. 
The church would be ſeen as coming . 
afreſh out of their hands with all its 
_ endowments, privileges, and emolu- 
ments, fully and perfectly; and the 
plan fraught with every bleſſing that 
could be deſired. 
And ſurely you will wiſh with your 
= ſincere friend and wt 


wy / fat 2 
i C. 


Solemn and moving ; Form: 
Made ve of fby 


A PIOUS Lady 


In giving in 


Her e. Tithes to che 
Church. . 


8 an ce My lede e of the 
total reſignation Fe herſelf and 
hers to thy ſervice, vouchſafe, O Lord, 


to receive to the uſe of thy Ae 


this ſmall portion of that large eltate 
which thou haſt beſtowed upon her, 


the unworthieſt of thy ſervants. 
Re- 


[16 5 
nuten thy right, whereof thou _ 
haſt been too T4 diſſeized by the 
world, both in the poſſeſſions, and 
in the perſon of 50 handmaid. And 
let thy outward ſeiſure of earth be ac- 
companied with an inward ſurrendry 
of the heart and ſpirit into thy own. 
hands; fo that the reforer, as well as 
that which is refored, may become, 
and be confirmed thine inheritance. 


